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All gather in silence. 
 

 

SOLEMN REPROACHES 
O my people, O my church, what have I done to you? In what have I 
offended you? Answer me. 
I led you forth from the land of Egypt and delivered you by the waters of 
baptism, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer 
me. 
I led you through the desert forty years and fed you with manna. 
I brought you through tribulation and gave you my body, the bread of 
heaven, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer 
me. 
I planted you as my chosen and fairest vineyard and made you branches 
of my vine; but you pierced my side with a spear, and you have prepared 
a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer 
me. 
I gave you the water of salvation from the rock, but when I was thirsty you 
gave me vinegar to drink, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer 
me.  
I gave you my peace, which the world cannot give, but you draw the 
sword to strike in my name, and you have prepared a cross for your 
Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 



 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer 
me. 
I prayed that all may be one in the Father and me, but you continue to 
quarrel and divide, casting lots for my clothing, and you have prepared a 
cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer 
me. 
I grafted you into the tree of my chosen Israel but you made them 
scapegoats for your own guilt, and you have prepared a cross for your 
Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
on us. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for 
whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to 
be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death 
on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC       “Face the Cross”                
          Linda Tilley and Steve Wesselhoft 

   
FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:13--53:12 
13 See, my servant shall prosper; 
   he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
   and shall be very high. 
14 Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
   —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
   and his form beyond that of mortals— 
15 so he shall startle many nations; 



   kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
   and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.                                   
53Who has believed what we have heard? 
   And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
   and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by others; 
   a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others hide their faces 
   he was despised, and we held him of no account.                                              
4 Surely he has borne our infirmities 
   and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
   struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
   crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
   and by his bruises we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
   we have all turned to our own way, 
and the LORD has laid on him 
   the iniquity of us all.                                                                                                 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
   yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
   so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
   Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
   stricken for the transgression of my people. 
9 They made his grave with the wicked 
   and his tomb with the rich,                                                                                     
although he had done no violence, 
   and there was no deceit in his mouth.                                                                    
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 



When you make his life an offering for sin, 
   he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
11   Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
   The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
   and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
   and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
   and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
   and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:16-25                                     
16 ‘This is the covenant that I will make with them 
   after those days, says the Lord: 
I will put my laws in their hearts, 
   and I will write them on their minds’, 
17he also adds, 
‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’ 
18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for 
sin.                                                                                                         
19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary 
by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us 
through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is 
faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and 
good deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Look to Jesus, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the 
right hand of the throne of God. (Heb. 12:2) 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: John 19:17-30 
Reading will have verses from “Were You There?” interspersed.  
 

Were You There? V. 1 
Read by one person, somewhere in the congregation. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?   
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?   
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.   
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to 
what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 
18There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 
with Jesus between them. 19Pilate also had an inscription written and put 
on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." 20Many of 
the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 
Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 
'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.' " 
22Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written."  
 

Were You There? V. 2 
Read by one person, somewhere in the congregation. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?   
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?   
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.   
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 

23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided 
them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now 
the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24So they said 
to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." 
This was to fulfill what the scripture says, "They divided my clothes among 



themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots." 25And that is what the 
soldiers did.  Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his 
mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 
loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your 
son." 27Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that 
hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
 28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said 
(in order to fulfill the scripture), "I am thirsty." 29A jar full of sour wine was 
standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of 
hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine, he 
said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies 
left on the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was 
a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the 
crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32 Then the soldiers came 
and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with 
him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 
they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side 
with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35 (He who saw this 
has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he 
knows that he tells the truth.) 36 These things occurred so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” 37 And 
again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom 
they have pierced.” 
 

Were You There? V. 3 
Read by one person, somewhere in the congregation. 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?   
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?   
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.   
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let 
him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came 
and removed his body. 39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by 
night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a 
hundred pounds. 40 They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the 



spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now 
there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden 
there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 And so, 
because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, 
they laid Jesus there. 
 

Were You There? V. 5 
Read by one person, somewhere in the congregation. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?   
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?   
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.   
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 

 
Silence 

 

GOSPEL PRAYER 
O most Gracious God, when your Son was handed over to torture and felt 
abandoned by you, he cried out from the cross.  Then death was 
destroyed, and life was restored.  By his death and resurrection save the 
poor, lift up the downtrodden, break the chains of the oppressed, that your 
Church may sing your praises; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
SERMON 
 

Response Prayer “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 
vs. 1 and 3 
O sacred head, now wounded,  
with grief and shame weighted down,  
now scornfully surrounded  
with thorns thine only crown; 
O sacred head what glory, 
What bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory,  
I joy to call thee mine. 



What language shall I borrow 
to thank thee, dearest friend, 
for this thy dying sorrow,  
thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me thine forever, 
and should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never 
outlive my love to thee. 
 
BIDDING PRAYER  Please stand   

The assisting minister leads the invitations to prayer (the bids). 
Silence for prayer follows each bid. The presiding minister leads the 
prayers that conclude the silence. At the conclusion of each prayer, " 
. . . through Christ our Lord," the assembly responds Amen. 
 
The assembly prays for the following: 
 the church throughout the world 
 leaders in the church 
 those preparing for baptism 
 Christians in other churches 
 the Jewish people, first to hear the word of God 
 those who do not share our faith in Christ 
 those who do not believe in God 
 God's creation 
 those who serve in public office 
 those in need. 
 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would 

have us ask. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 



  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 
Congregation stands as a cross is carried in procession through the 
church and placed before the assembly. The assembly faces the cross as 
it is brought forward. 
 
The following dialogue is said as the procession begins, the assembly 
echoing the leader. 
 Behold the life-giving cross,  
 on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 

Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 

The dialogue is repeated at the end of the procession. 
 

 Behold the life-giving cross,  
 on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 

Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty, 
holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 

 
 

After a brief silence, the presiding minister continues. 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

Silence is kept for meditation on the mystery  
of the crucified Savior, the mystery of redemption 

All depart in silence. 
 


